radical and healing compassion of Jesus.
2 Corinthians 8: 7-15 and Mark 5: 21-43 please I'll be concentrating on the Mark reading.
When I say this sermon is looking at scripture to examine the radical and healing compassion of Jesus some of you might have alarm bells ringing. That might well be because you, like me, have been in other places where scripture has been used to oppress you and healing has actually been used as code for conversion therapy. 
Let me reassure you through sharing something of my own story before I start looking at scripture. I now describe myself as a queer woman because we don't really have a proper language to talk about a lesbian married to trans man without erasing part of ones identity. Being in a queer relationship is the nearest our limited language can get. 
I came to know the radical and healing of compassion when I prayed to Jesus, many years ago now, to make me straight and I felt him clearly say no, I love you as you are and I created you as you are. To quote a line from a Bridget Jones film, I knew I was loved just as I am, but by God rather than Mr. Darcy.
Since that time our reading from Mark chapter 5 has always had a special meaning for me, and I was really glad to see it come up in the lectionary, (which is like a diary of readings the church uses), for today.
In this passage Mark is using a sandwiching technique of one story within another one, as a way of showing the contrast between the Jairus the named religious leader who openly goes to Jesus for help with the unnamed woman whose healing is an unexpected interruption. Whilst we don't know much about the woman we do know that she would probably have been part of the elite of the time. This bit of knowledge comes from the fact she had paid for physicians to try and heal her bleeding. At that time, as is still the case in some parts of the world, to have access to healthcare you needed the money and resources and she obviously had these. Yet, nobody had been able to help her and she was still suffering after 12 years. 
Because of her condition there would have been an element of uncleanness, although we need to be careful not to overplay this as Mark doesn't use the term for impurity or menstruation in his writing. What is evident though is that she was suffering not only from pain but from shame. She was desperate for things to be different. She wants more than everything to be able to fit in again to a society.
She had obviously heard about Jesus and what he could do, but didn't feel that she could openly approach him and ask for healing. Her shame was such that she does not do what others like Jairus can, and openly come to Jesus and say help me. 
What she felt she has to do is covertly approach him and just try to touch his garment. She is desperate enough to think, if anything will work, she may as well try it and she thinks this might just help her.
Then we get to the moment I love in this story. In the mist of a huge crowd, Jesus stops and says, “who touched my garment”? At this point the disciples give each other the WTF look, there are so many people crowding around him, and so touching him and he asks who has touched him. They then verbalise there feelings and you can see a bit of a scene developing between Jesus and the disciples. The woman has the bravery at this point to step forward and say, it was me. She tells Jesus her story, letting out her feelings of shame and expecting, very probably to be getting into trouble for having had the audacity to have broken a range of social codes. 
But Jesus looks at her and says “Daughter, your faith has healed you. Go in peace and be freed from your suffering.” He recognises not only the physical suffering but also the mental anguish she had been suffering and releases her from it by allowing her to be totally who she is. 
In the mist of this a messenger comes and tells Jarius that his daughter has died. Jesus cuts through this and insists they carry on. He then says the girl is just sleeping and despite everybody saying she's dead goes in and heals her. For me part of the story which might get lost is if she were dead then he takes her hand and this is breaking a huge taboo.
So both these stories show us something of the radical and healing compassion of Jesus but let's be honest Jesus doesn't heal everybody in the ways we expect and sometimes he doesn't appear to heal at all. I don't have the space to get into that today apart from to say I don't know why.f Too often Christians claim to be able to explain everything going on, but the truth of it is more often we're like the disciples, going WTF when Jesus asks who touched him. We only know what we can see, not the deeper stuff going on.
What I do know and have experienced at various  points in life is God sometimes acts and heals in different ways and often not in the ways we have been taught to expect as Christians.
In my experience God has used doctors and medication to heal me sometimes, at other times he has given me peace to handle what won't change health wise and at other times, like when I prayed to be straight he healed me by making me understand there was nothing wrong with me and what I needed healing from was the prejudice and shame I felt as a result of the conservative, evangelical church I was part of at the time not from anything else.
Like the woman who was bleeding the greatest healing I got was through being made whole by not hating myself and who I was anymore. 
At this point I know some people start apologising for the hurt done in the name of the church. I’m not going to apologise because the denomination I was part of then is still causing damage through their theology. I am not about to pretend that all is good everywhere. I am also not, as a victim, going to be the person who apologises for the abuse many of us has suffered and some still continue to suffer as if it were my fault. 
What I can do instead is tell you this Methodist Church at Hinde Street and the denomination more broadly stand against this hate. As a denomination we stand against all conversion therapy and have campaigned for the government not to include loop holes which allow abuse. We also stand clearly against transphobia as well as homophobia and all forms of injustice. 
As a denomination we allow those churches and ministers who wish to do so, to conduct same sex marriages. That means there are lots of Methodist churches where you can get married. 
We have openly gay, lesbian, bi and trans people as priests and as lay people in senior positions in our church and we welcome their marriages. 
Armistice Maplin, author of the Tales of the City books talks about biological family, that is the family we choose to have around us, who love us and make us safe. That is what the Methodist Church provides many of us with, a great biological spiritual family who reflect that  radical compassionate healing of Jesus.
To get to this place we have had to have the support of allies in the Methodist Church who have worked alongside others and taken the votes at the Methodist conference and in individual church councils. Some for personal safety haven't been able to shout about this but be clear these allies have been from all communities in the church. They have included some African Christians, who are clear that they stand against all forms of oppression and want to mirror that radical and healing compassion, so please don't buy into the racist lie that all African Christians are against the LGBT+ community.  
I want to go finish by going back to the woman who was bleeding. To touch Jesus she had to get to the front of the crowd. The people around her would have been from her community, they would have known about her condition, they would have quietly let her through and helped put her in the position where she could be healed by Jesus. Trust me as somebody who has been part of many crowds, you can only get to the front in two ways, one is by force and the other is through the cooperation of others. She clearly got there the second way.
I have three challenges today. The first is for anybody who has taken a risk coming here today and might not have been in a church for a long time or who might have believed the lies that they can't be LGBTQI+ and Christian. I invite you to discover the radica healing and compassion of Christ that wants you to be all that you are without thinking you have to change your sexuality or gender identity. Christ knows and loves that you're queer and you're here. Take the risk of finding out more about an inclusive faith and choosing a logical church family that will love you just as you are. 
The second challenge is if you're here but not a Chrisitian. This might be your logical church family, but you might not know the radical, healing love of God. You might be here because you like the company or you might  have become wary of God and what you have heard Christ stands for. Jesus was a spiritual person who broke some of the rules of traditional institutionalised religion in order to be the radical, healing Christ I have talked about. Is that a God you can look again into being in relationship with.
The third challenge is if you’re here and you are a Christian disciple. I challenge you to mirror that radical, healing compassion of Christ. 
We’re going to sing Make Me A Channel of your peace in a moment, can you make this your prayer, can it be a principle you take into the voting booth this week and forward into being a committed allie to all who need to know Christ's radical, healing compassion that you encounter.

