The Reverend David Stanbury Cruise, a Methodist Minister, whose life spanned continents and impacted many lives, passed away peacefully on Monday 20th May 2024 at MHA Kenbrook Nursing Home. He was 88 years old. His role as a minister was more than just a profession; it was a way of life. There was no sense of starting and stopping work; he lived the role.
David was born on 18th August 1935, in Bideford, Devon. His parents, both devout Methodists, moved to Reigate just before the outbreak of World War II, where David and his sister Jean were raised. From an early age, David was influenced by the strong Methodist faith of his family, particularly his grandfather, Rev. Elias Jenkins, who expressed his wish that David should become a minister. 
After leaving Whitgift school in Croydon at 16, to test his call to the ministry, David first trained as a solicitor, qualifying age 22. This was followed by national service in Paris working in SHAPE (Supreme Headquarters Allied Powers Europe). It was during his time in Paris that David finally decided to offer for the ministry, a call that was nurtured by Rev Eris Tribbeck, minister of the English-speaking Methodist Church. After completing his national service, he returned to England and went before the Candidates Committee for the ministry. Comparing himself to the other candidates who seemed so sure, he doubted the genuineness of his calling to become a minister. His doubts nearly resulted in him failing, but two ministers reassured him privately and he was accepted for ministerial training. 
David embarked on his ministerial training at Richmond Theological College. Then a scholarship opportunity allowed him to further broaden his theological education by pursuing a Master’s Degree at Princeton Theological Seminary in the United States. While there, he experienced the growing momentum of the civil rights movement. 
Upon his return to the UK, David was ordained in 1964 at the Sheffield Methodist Conference. His first appointment was at Pettswood and Bromley Common Churches and then to Lambeth Mission, where he met his first wife, Susan. In 1971, David and Susan embarked on a new adventure, serving the United Church of Zambia for seven years. This period was transformative for them, as they immersed themselves in the local culture, took on significant responsibilities, and had two children, Andrew and Megan.  
Returning to England in 1978, David's ministry took him to London Mission, Plumstead, where he imparted the enthusiasm in the gospel which he had experienced in Zambia, to revitalise the church and its surrounding community. 
Four years later, he was appointed Secretary for Personnel at the Methodist Church Overseas Division. David's pastoral care and leadership were instrumental in supporting missionaries around the world.
In 1991, David became the Superintendent Minister of the West London Mission and Hinde Street Methodist Church, a role he held for ten years. In 1994, David’s wife, Susan died of cancer and a few years later, he married Wendy, a devoted member of the church. After 23 years of marriage Wendy died of cancer in 2019. David’s genuine desire to support people, his leadership skills and his compassion deeply influenced the congregation and the wider community. 
David then served at various Methodist churches in London, including, Hendon, Golders Green, North Harrow and Hackney.
Friends and colleagues have described David as an inspiring preacher, a powerful presence, a loyal friend, a trusted and respected leader who possessed a deep understanding of human nature, a natural pastoral flair, and a personal warmth that drew people to him and brought out the very best in everyone. 
David's life was characterised by his deep faith, his love for his family, and his constant desire to help others. He will be deeply missed but remembered with great affection and respect by all who were fortunate enough to know him.

